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THE BRIEF 
 The Cruciform was to be the latest and most innovative 
Faculty Hub on the Bloomsbury Campus.  UCL Library Services, 
IT and teaching staff had a vision to create a welcoming and 
vibrant study space that would fulfil the aspirations of the UCL 
Masterplan.  This embraced versatile computer workrooms 
to facilitate dynamic learning for larger groups alongside 
individual IT-enabled quiet study areas. All areas are Wi-Fi 
enabled including the suite of five seminar rooms, project 
work spaces and upholstered pods that also have integrated 
audio-visual equipment. A priority in the brief was the comfort 
of the chairs for both informal and formal study areas.  JPA 
furniture was successful in supplying all the furniture for the 
new student Hub.

THe SoluTion 
Working closely with the Client and Burwell Deakins 
Architects, the design delivered a variety of teaching and 
learning spaces for UCL’s students and a medical library for 
UCL and UCLH NHS Foundation Trust.  A range of bespoke 
desks were created for the project, to optimise occupancy 
potential.  The main computer workroom furniture was 
inspired by molecular structures to enhance the biomedical 
theme and to aid collaborative working.  Group study pods 
include pop-up screens and individual study spaces are 
equipped with LED task lighting, while natural daylight was 
also improved through the introduction of skylights and 

raised ceilings. The textures, finishes and colours chosen for 
the furniture throughout enrich the learning environment 
and complement the heritage of the building.

THe imPlemenTATion 
A key element in the success of this project was 
installation, completed on time for the start of the new 
academic year.  The JPA project management team liaised 
and co-ordinated with the Client and Architect from 
product design and specification through to handover, 
ensuring that each critical element whether tables, seating 
or benching was manufactured, delivered and installed to 
time and to agreed schedules.
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“

“

The Cruciform Hub sets a new baseline for 

the provision of library and learning spaces in 

UCL – it is modern, vibrant, has cutting edge 

facilities and services, combining what is best 

in a traditional library with the ways students 

want to work in the 21st century.

Paul Ayris - Director of UCL Library Services

Sphere Industrial Estate, Campfield Road, 

St Albans, Hertfordshire AL1 5HT

t: 01727 840800   
info@jpa-furniture.com
www.jpa-furniture.com

FM 28443 EMS 547673

SuStainability:
the Cruciform Hub refurbishment was designed to meet 
high standards of environmental good practice and has 
been awarded a RiCS Ska Gold Rating, achieved through a 
number of criteria including FSC-certified timber, recycled 
materials and lED lighting.
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